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CORONAVIRUS — WA RECOVERY PLAN — ASIAN ENGAGEMENT 

Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.16 pm]: Just over 12 months ago, I launched, 
on behalf of the McGowan government, this state’s first ever Asian engagement strategy. The strategy recognises 
the importance of Western Australian trade to our economy and identifies that by 2030, Western Australia will 
have increased trade and investment, delivering job creation and economic growth; diversified the economy though 
development of the priority sectors; and developed an Asian-engaged workforce through capacity building and 
relationships. International trade contributes more than $180 billion per annum into Western Australia’s economy, 
most of which comes from our trade with Asia. The economic contribution of WA trade is not just about the state’s 
balance sheet, as important as that is. For up to half a million Western Australian households, WA trade equals 
WA jobs. That is why supporting our export sector is an essential part of the McGowan government’s $5.5 billion 
WA recovery plan. This includes maintaining the deep relationships WA has in markets, so that when this pandemic 
ends, which it will, WA will be in the best possible position to understand and capitalise on new supply chains, 
understand disrupted consumer demand, and be able to identify new market opportunities. 

Invest and Trade WA, WA’s trade and investment shopfront within the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and 
Innovation, Western Australia’s overseas trade commissioners and the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development’s agribusiness food and trade team have all demonstrated resilience, dedication and creativity 
to maintain and grow WA’s trade relationships, despite closed international borders. This has included virtual trade 
shows; our trade commissioners engaging with the local Western Australian business community to build capacity 
and provide market intelligence; and, last week, WA signing a memorandum of understanding to establish a formal 
economic partnership with the province of Ba Ria-Vung Tau in Vietnam. 
The McGowan government is also investing more than $40 million to support WA’s food industries, which 
have continued to successfully meet domestic and export demand during the COVID-19 pandemic, despite the 
obvious challenges. 
In my portfolio of fisheries, the McGowan government has provided additional investment to expand the Albany 
shellfish hatchery, which will support WA’s rapidly expanding shellfish industry. The Geraldton finfish nursery 
also received additional funding under the WA recovery plan and will also support the creation of hundreds of new 
jobs in regional WA. The McGowan government also acted quickly to support the $600 million commercial fishing 
sector and protect thousands of jobs in regional WA, including supporting what is arguably WA’s most famous 
export apart from iron ore, the western rock lobster industry. 
It is critical that small to medium businesses in WA are supported to understand the impacts of COVID on our 
Asian markets, and to do the work now to prepare for when borders re-open. That is why I have asked JTSI to 
re-open the Access Asia business grants, which were suspended in the early days of the COVID pandemic, to 
re-focus and re-orientate to virtual engagement, business planning and marketing activities. More details will follow 
shortly on when the next round will re-open. 
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